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respects the true account has been so far overlaid as to
be beyond recovery; but significant indications remain
to show that the conflict in Thermopylai was more equal
and the defeat of the Greeks far more serious than the
story told by Herodotos would lead us to imagine. The
great object of the narrators was to extol the heroism of
Leonidas and his Spartan followers, just as at Salamis
the chief credit of the victory was given to the Athe-
nians ; and this heroism would be brought oat into the
clearest light by representing these three hundred as sus-
taining not without some success the onset of three
millions. But the wild exaggeration of the Persian
numbers is made manifest by the fact that the Greeks
regarded a force of 8,000 or 10,000 men as sufficient to
maintain the pass until the main body of their troops
could be brought up ; nor can we take the statement that
one Athenian citizen was present there as anything more
than a sign that there were many more. They had dis-
patched Themistokles with a large force to occupy the
pass of Tempe ; and it is to the last degree unlikely
that they would make no effort to defend the still more
important pass at Thermopylai, or that the allies should
fail to reproach them if they refused to discharge this
duty.

While the Spartans were here awaiting the approach
of their enemies by land, the Persian fleet underwent a
terrible disaster on the narrow strip of Mag-
the'perslan nesian coast (p. 18), which it reached on the
ftormboff the eleventh day after the departure, pf Xerxes from
Therme (p. 147). Here, beneath the everlast-
ing hills, the Divine Nemesis, or Retributive
Justice, was to lay its hand on the overweening power of
Xerxes, as it had been laid on that of Kroisos (p. 45 )f
Cyrus (p. 51), Kambyses (p. 58), and Polykrates (p. 65).
Bidden by the Delphian oracle to pray to the winds as